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Chesapeake Moms Club
So let’s all have a reality check right now. Christmas is  
literally 24 days away! How did that happen? Weren’t  
we just spending our sunny filled says sipping crushes  

at Kentmorr? Now the kids are getting home from  
school when the sun is setting! 

So how will we get through this winter? First let’s plan some play dates! Shoot Emily 
or I a message if you are interested! Second, keep things simple. Don’t go crazy on 
gifts! Getting a dozen homemade cookies is way better than a gift you’ll never use! 
Next, Drink! Feeling stressed? Make one of the delicious and refreshing cocktails 
featured down below! Also, Make sure you get enough sleep and don’t eat all of  
that crap! If you eat crap you will feel like it! 
Save it for the big days like Christmas and New 
Years! Be kind and generous. Start inside your 
home with your husband and kids then venture 
out to neighbors and friends or even strangers.  
It will make you feel better! Lastly, utilize online 
shopping! I just did most of my shopping for all 
of my kids, husband and parents on Amazon!  
Free shipping! I mean come on.....

Cate 

C ommunicates ...



them to cut down that tree, to involve  
everyone in decorating, to make the  
house beautiful & magical. I always want 
to strive to make Christmas Day such a 
wonderful & exciting morning for every 
single one of them. No pain, no sadness, 
no unanswered questions, just joy. I know 
the times I felt as a child sad or confused 
during this time of year, but I will be there to 
make every moment non of that for my kids. 
Christmas might have had its highs and 
lows for me growing up, but I finally can 
say there is a peace with it now & it’s  
wonderful. 

Christmas cannot come soon enough! I find 
the annual traditions our family has started the 
past couple years to be so exciting each time 
we do it over. I love watching my kids get older 
& start to understand what’s going on & ask 
questions.  

Personally, I found Christmas growing up to  
be the most magical time of year. Out of 5 kids 
I was the youngest. I would be the one to  
drag my dad to go buy the biggest & best  
tree ever!!!(sure he loved the price tag on 
that....) I would string the lights (myself) &  
decorate our front porch & door (myself!)  
I was a fanatic, wanting it to be perfect, even  
at the age of 12.

I know though exactly why I loved this time of 
year & why I put forth so much effort. Being 
the youngest, and having to endure for years 
watching my parents go through an extremely 
difficult divorce & knowing our family was never 
going to be the same.... Knowing that our 
family was changing but I could try & keep our 
Christmas traditions the same! Some kind of 
normalcy.  It was always extremely bittersweet 
not knowing when & if my dad would make an 
appearance, & as the years passed that grew 
to very few on Holidays, to eventually none. I 
ended up year after year finding peace in the 
preparation of the holidays & sitting by myself 
reflecting in the living room, finding serenity just 
watching the Christmas Tree. I know there was 
so much pain we all were dealing with, but the 
Holidays for me felt like a time to try & make 
everyone happy & get into some type of  
Holiday spirit! 

I know what I talk about here has had such 
an incredible effect on how I am now with my 
children & husband. I will always be there with 

  Emily Malone

Presidential Notes



Let me start with: What NOT to get teachers

Please, do not give into the temptation to buy 
• Another coffee mug!
• More Christmas knick knacks or ornaments

What teachers really want...
      Any kind of gift card for a fun coffee, treats, or lunch
            - Starbucks, Cold Stone Creamery, Dairy Queen, Subway, Chipolte

      Fun, new school supplies
            - Fancy markers/Colored Sharpies

      Post-it Notes & Blank Note Cards, 

      Double Sided Tape & Stickers  
    
      Fun smelling hand soap or hand sanitizer
      
      Fuzzy or fun socks

      If your child’s teacher/school has iPads: iTunes gift card
      
      Amazon or other bookstore gift card
      
      Candy or some other type of treat(if you don’t know… go with  
      chocolate! Often it is chocolate or caffeine that get us through the day!)

     Get the teacher his/her favorite beverage

Teacher Christmas Gift Ideas



8 Easy Kids Christmas Cards

Here are 8 fun and easy Christmas and Holiday crafts you can do with  
your kids so Winter break doesn’t seem so long! 

1. Thumbprint Christmas lights and Thumb print reindeer
2. Make a felt and button Christmas Tree Ornament. 
3. Paint Hand Print and Footprints. Make Snowmen and Christmas trees from  
    yours kids hands and feet!  
4. Make a hand print wreathe with a Christmas poem inside!  
5. Ok seriously how cute is this! Snowflake art! My kids are going to love this!  
    Put tape in the shape of a snowflake on a canvas, then give them blue paints or  
    whatever color and let them have fun!    
6. Popsicle stick snowmen! 
7. And because you can’t have just 1 popsicle! Here are some more Popsicle stick  
    ornaments! 
8.  How cute is this Flower Pot Reindeer Bell Ornament? The best part?  
     Everything can be found at the Dollar store!



Recipes

Ingredients

• 1 -ounce cranberry juice (sweetened)

• 1 wedge lime

• Champagne or sparkling wine

• Cranberries (frozen)

Directions

In a chilled Champagne flute add cranberry juice and a squeeze of lime. 
Top off the glass with Champagne. Garnish with 3 or 4 cranberries.

Cranberry Champagne Cocktail



Recipes

Ingredients

• 1/4 gallon apple cider

• 1/2 cup dark rum

• 1/2 cup cinnamon schnapps

• 1 Granny Smith apple, peeled, cut into large chunks

• 1/2 lemon, juiced

Directions

Mix together the cider, rum, and schnapps in a large pitcher. Add the apples 
to a small bowl and toss them with the lemon juice. Thread the diced apples 
onto skewers. Pour the spiked cider into glasses filled with ice, then garnish 
with an apple skewer and serve.

Spiked Apple Cider Cocktails



Recipes

Ingredients

• 2 tablespoons red wine vinegar

• 2 1/2 tablespoons orange juice

• 1 orange, zested

• 1/2 cup raisins

• 4 apples, preferably use 2 to 3 different kinds

• 2 pears, preferably red and green

• 2/3 cup walnuts, toasted and coarsely chopped

• 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil

• Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Directions

In a large bowl whisk together vinegar, orange juice, zest, and raisins.  
Core and cube apples and pears. Add fruit and walnuts to a bowl and  
drizzle with oil. Toss well to combine. Season, to taste, with salt and  
pepper. Refrigerate 1 hour before serving.

Apple, Pear and Walnut Salad




